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which seemed to call for restraint, or If for any other reason one's
"queerness" was deemed a nuisance, he was arrested, clapped into
jail and eventually tried before a lay jury of his peers. If the jury
also was "queer" it might find him sane; otherwise his eccentricity
would very likely land him in an insane asylum. Efforts were made
there to maintain his general health: his excitement was quieted
or his depression stimulated along lines very similar to those
recommended In Warren's "Household Physician," circa 1850.
Psychoanalysis, now so popular and effective in selected cases,
was then but a theory resolving in Sigmund Freud's mind and
accepted elsewhere with reservations.
Nevertheless, the medical staff at San Antonio knew what it
wanted to do and how to go about it. More than half the patients,
men and women, were brought in handcuffed and many were in
leg-irons or strait-jackets. The usual procedure in those cases was
a revelation to me and often a source of consternation to those
accompanying the victims. Dr. Graves would perhaps be sitting
behind his desk, Drs. Turner or Moody waiting in the office, a
supervisor of the receiving ward close at hand. The patient was
carried or dragged in, laid on the floor or jammed into a chair
with one or more guards gripping him tightly.
Dr. Graves chatted with die sheriff a moment, glanced at the
court order of commitment. Then, stepping over to look kindly
into the patient's face and address Mm by name, he usually
ordered all restrain ng appliances removed.
This gave rise to consternation. "Look out. Doc; he's a bad one,
I tell you. Why, he like to killed a feller the other day, an' we'd
a-never got him down here if we hadn't a-tied him up."
Or: "My God! Don't take them cuffs off; shell scratch your
eyes out. She's crazy!"
There were, of course, exceptions. Many came,in more or
less willingly, or insensibly, and many another bore no visible
marks of mental or physical peculiarity. In one instance which I
recall, Dr. Moody, assuming from appearances that one of the
guards was to be the state's guest, started leading him to the door.
But the picture remaining ia my mind most dearly is of the new
arrival rubbing his wrists or ankles gratefully and perhaps attjenapt-
ing to explain. If not obviously violent or wholly demented* fee
was first taken to the receiving ward to be examined and classified,
then removed to the middle or top floor.
For swonal months I had been learning to put up